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"Hummingbirds on The Rocks:
Andean Hummingbirds Living at Their Extreme"

BEHAVIOR  Alexander Koenig Research Institute and Museum of Zoology, Division of Ornithology, Bonn, Germany. Zuechner climbed the Andes Mountains to an altitude of over 14,000 feet to study the Bearded Helmetcrest hummingbird. What he learned about hummingbird life at such extremes was very revealing. 

Born in 1970, Thomas became interested in hummingbirds at the age of four.  Visiting the zoological Garden of Wuppertal, Germany with its famous Streamer-tailed hummingbird exhibit, he observed them for hours.  While still at school he got in contact with Dr. Hans Edmund Wolters of the Zoological Museum and Research Institute Alexander Koenig (ZFMK) in Bonn after reading his work on the systematics of the birds of the world.  After his first visit to the museum he took back loads of photocopies on scientific papers covering the phylogeny of the hummingbirds and began his work on them.  

Finishing school, Thomas made his first trip to Venezuela in 1990 for a two month vacation to see his first live hummers.  The Andean ecosystem was the most fascinating scenery he had ever seen.  Thomas set up his own research project on a most exciting hummingbird, the Bearded Helmetcrest, Oxypogon guerinii, in the Venezuelan Andes.  He spent almost 14 months out in the field on various research trips.  As a result, the breeding biology of this hummer is one of the best documented of any hummingbird in the world.

Having finished his masters he went to the ZFMK in Bonn to start his Ph D.  During this time together with Karl-L. Schuchmann, he edited the hummingbird section of the centennial Work "Handbook of the Birds of the World" for Lynx Edicions, Barcelona, resulting in almost some 60 species accounts, mainly on Andean hummingbirds.  Since then Thomas has focused his research on the phylogeny and ecology of Andean hummingbirds as well as general ecology of this tropical mountain ecosystem.

Presently Thomas is working on a field guide and family monograph on hummingbirds for Christopher Helm and an additional interactive CD-Rom for the ETI (Expert Center for Taxonomic Identification).  He maintains one of the most comprehensive private libraries on books and reprints on hummingbirds in Germany. 

